Being shown the deposition referred to, witness said?That is it. She was unable to sign it; I signed it. It was written by Craig to my dictation. It bears that she was purged of malice and partial counsel. I put these preliminary questions. The prisoner was brought in, and she was asked if that was the person to whom she had referred in her deposition. She said, yes.
James Craig, the clerk who wrote the deposition, repeated the evidence of Sheriff Hallard. The deposition contains the very words which were uttered by Mrs Stewart, and the whole that she said upon the subject. Miller, on pulling it out, showed it to me, and I gave a great skreigh as I recognised it to be the cap belonging to Janet Stewart, and as I saw that it was stained with blood, and her hair sticking to it. 1 did not put the cap in the situation it was found, and I never saw it between the day on which Janet Stewart died and the day on which it was found. On the evening of the day on which Janet died, Lawrie came to the house with the keys, and then went for Dr Tod. After John Stewart left the kitchen, I understood that he went to the lobby bed ; but next morning, when the milk came, it was found that lie was away, and I did not see him again till I saw him after his apprehension. He The case being now concluded, the Solicitor-General addressed the jury for the prosecution, and Mr Gordon for the prisoner.
The Lord Justice-General addressed the jury. He stated one thing wras evident, indeed it had not been seriously disputed on either side, that a murder had been committed. The whole question then was, who perpetrated that murder? and here the question was very much narrowed by the circumstance that there were only four persons in the house at the time the deed was done. After going over the evidence, and remarking on the incidental testimony, his lordship stated that it was for the jury to make up their minds whether they believed this testimony. If they did, they must find the pannel guilty, however painful the duty; if, on the other hand, they entertained rational doubts, they were to give the pannel the benefit of these.
The jury then retired, and after being absent for about a quarter of an hour, returned with a verdict of " Not Proven," and the pannel was dismissed from the bar.
